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Ex-offenders:
Making a
new start

Rico Green
Ruth Smith
Lead instructor April Barron instructs students on how to chemically relax hair.
BY FRANK DROUZAS
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
This year marks the fifth
Hat-ti-tude Extravaganza
put on by the Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist Church.
Held at the Staybridge
Suites last Saturday in
downtown St. Pete, splendiferous hats were the order of
the day.
Serving as Mistress of
Ceremony,
Evangelist
Dorothy Oxendine was delighted to see a sea of beautiful hats in the audience.
“We already have a fashion show right here. Are the
models all sitting in the audience,” she asked?
Minister Jacob McCullough from the Rock of
Jesus gave the invocation. A
member of the congregations for some seven
months, he felt like a fish
out of water.
“Pastor, why didn’t you
let me know? I would have
bought me a brim,” directing his comment to Rev.
Frank Peterman, who was
sporting a fedora.
The Hat-ti-tude Extravaganza came about five years
ago when a member of the
church donated 40 to 50 fabulous hats. Rev. Peterman
immediately contacted Sister Ruth Smith, chairperson
for the Pastor’s Aid Committee.
“I was looking for something exciting and someSee HAT, page 14

Staff Writer

New state-of-the-art
salon at Ptc
BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Pinellas Technical College (PTC) is ready to
unveil its brand new
state-of-the-art beauty
salon to the public. Next
Tuesday, Oct. 18 at their
annual open house
event, the public is invited to tour the newly
renovated cosmetology
department and meet
the instructors.
Close to $300,000
was spent on renovations that will make you
feel like you’ve walked
into a posh Rodeo Drive

salon in Los Angeles.
The grand reopening is
not to just attract clientele, but is also to attract
potential students who
are looking for a career
or changing careers and
would like to try their
hand in the growing
beauty industry.
The 1200-hour cosmetology program goes
beyond the basics when
teaching
aspiring
beauty-industry professionals. Of course students will learn how to
cut, color and style hair,
but with the new Facial
Specialty and Nail Technician programs, graduates from PTC will be

leaps and bounds ahead
of students graduating
from other beauty academies.
“I believe the morale
of our students being
able to be in a facility
that looks like the industry is important,” said
Program Coordinator
and Lead Instructor
April Barron. “I want to
advertise that we are a
viable competitor to the
other salon programs
that are out there.”
The old salon was
built in the 1970s and
had most of the original
features.
“It feels good when
you’re in a beautiful en-

vironment. It feels good
when the water is hot
when it’s supposed to be
hot,” she laughed, saying that these new renovations will attract
students who dismissed
the program before because of its dated facility.
Before a student can
even think about putting
their hands into someone’s hair, they must
learn the science of hair,
skin, scalp and nails,
which includes learning
different diseases and
disorders.
Since students will
be working with electriSee BEAUTY, pages 8

Midtown by Midtown community forum
BY INDHIRA SUERO
ACOSTA
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST PETERSBURG –
“Critically and systemically we’ve been given a
bill of false goods,” Ashley
Green, Labor Organizer at
SEIU-FL and Movement
Organizer with the Dream
Defenders, said about the
way that society sees
African Americans that express their needs and demand change. “We have
every right to demand
what we want to see in this

world because we have to
live in it. Every day. We’re
going to keep living, hopefully.”
Green’s words were
among the ones that set
the tone for “Midtown by
Midtown: From the People to the Candidates,” an
open forum held on September 29 at the Enoch
Davis Center with the intention to gather firsthand
the issues that local candidates should address in
Midtown.
See MIDTOWN, page 4

L-R, Maria Scruggs, Watson Haynes,
Ashley Green and Cedric Gordon

ST. PETERSBURG –
For ex-offenders wishing
to take their first steps
in rejoining the workforce
and the community, the
Pinellas Ex-Offender ReEntry Coalition (PERC)
can show them the path.
PERC is an ex-offender outreach program
that provides a number of
re-entry services to those
who are being released
from prison or jail or have
criminal
backgrounds.
Some of the many services
include resume writing assistance, connection with
various educational programs, specialized classes
in anger management
and life skills, an outpatient
substance abuse group and
even job placement assistance.
It’s all about helping
people make a new start,
said Rico Green, an ex-offender who now works as a
case manager at the midtown location of PERC.
“We work with companies that are corporate and
have various locations
within the community,”
Green said. “We also try to
connect a person with a job
that will allow them sustainability.”
PERC, which has offices in Clearwater, south
St. Pete and Tarpon
Springs, can provide assistance with enrollment fees
for GED classes or refer exoffenders to educational
center and programs such
as St. Petersburg College,
Pinellas Technical College
or YouthBuild. Some of the
programs pay stipends for
being a participant, Green
added.
See PERC, page 5
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Managing dreams: They do come true
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

CON N ECT
W ITH US

ST. PETERSBURG –
The diary exchange between then first grader
Shyann Roberts and her
mother told the story of a
young girl standing in
front of an audience of people with a microphone in
her hand while singing
and dancing.
The diary goes on to
say how the people loved
to hear her and would ignite into a thunderous applause
when
she
performed. She makes
note that her family stood
in support and was always
seen in the crowd. Everyone was a having a good
time.
In the first grade,
Shyann’s diary is a collection of thoughts, hopes
and dreams. But, dreams
do sometimes come true.
What does a parent do
with such a diary and the
conversations that ensued?
“I knew that Shyann
would be a singer before
she was born,” said Qiana
mother
of
Horsley,
Shyann, member of the
newly formed group
“June’s Diary.”
The group is the brainchild of Kelly Roland, formerly of R&B group
“Destiny’s Child.” “Her father and I met while
singing in a community
choir. Shy started singing
at two years old and performing at four. It was a
99.9 percent that she
would sing. That was our
belief,” said Horsley.
When you are the
mother of a national
recording artist, going to
the grocery store takes on
a new adventure and inter-

esting conversations. Such
is the life of Horsley.
“It has been very interesting,” said Horsley.
“When people recognize
that I’m Shyann’s mother,
they may want to take a
picture or something. It’s
surreal. People are very
nice and encouraging.
After all, Shyanne is the
one that’s in the group.”
So, how different is life
for Horsley as a mother
and now manager of a star
recording artist?
“It’s no different being
a mother to her because
I’ve been her mother all of
her life,” stated Horsley.
“I’m her personal manager
although the group does
have their own manager.
My role has always been
the same for Shyann, I’m
her mother first and her
manager second. I’ve been
her manager all of her life.”
Horsley said their family work together as team
with Shyann’s uncle, Cory
Outlaw, being her marketing director.
pushing
Through
Shyann and the grace of
God, Horsley feels that is
the only reason why her
daughter has gotten this
far.
“We took this road that
she’s on by faith. We believed in her and believe
that it was for her. There
were many days and
nights of praying and trusting God by faith that we
were doing the right
things for her.”
With Kelly Roland being
the common thread, Shyann
and “June’s Diary” will always be compared to “Destiny Child.” Horsley thinks
that it is possible for “June’s
Diary” to surpass what
many others have done.

Shyann Roberts

Qiana Horsley
“If the girls work hard,
they can do some real special things,” she said.
“They have a genuine love
and friendship for each
other. These things are
key to them reaching their
potential.”
Horsley suggests a formula to parents that seems
to be serving well for her
child.
“Plant the seed that
they are great. Figure out
what your kids are good
at,” said Horsley. “It
doesn’t have to be singing
or sports. As a parent,
whatever you find to be
your child’s gift, invest in it
because you are investing
in them. I knew from
Shyann’s first grade diary
that we wrote to each
other what road we
needed to be on and we
never strayed away from
that path.”
Sometimes, dreams do
come true!
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TAMPA – By a unanimous vote, the Reverend
Brian K. Brown, pastor of
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, was named
Moderator of the South
Florida Progressive Baptist Association.
Rev. Brown was recommended by the outgoing
moderator,
the
Reverend C. T. Kirkland of
the Mt. Pleasant Missionary Baptist Church of
Tampa. Rev. Kirkland is
stepping down after 13
years of service.
The association convened for its 101st session
at the Mt. Tabor Missionary Baptist Church of
Tampa where Rev. Brown
was officially installed Fri-

day, Oct. 8 with the full attendance and overwhelming support of the St.
Mark
congregation,
where he has served as
the under shepherd for 21
years.
In his official capacity
as moderator, Rev. Brown
will give both spiritual and
foundational leadership to
the churches in his governing region with five
Congresses and their
churches.
It is noteworthy that
with this appointment,
Rev. Brown is the third
pastor appointed from St.
Mark as moderator. Of
the nine in the history of
the organization, Rev.
Brown, Rev. C. S. Caldwell
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and the Rev. W. J. Glover
all hailed from St. Mark.
The theme of the
101st annual session was
“Strengthening the Local
Church through Training
Programs” and Rev.
Brown’s message was entitled, “Success with Less”
(Judges 7: 1-22).
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Preserving an African-American
landmark
Dear Editor:
The Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American
Museum is requesting your
support. We are asking residents of this community
and beyond to “Lift Every
Voice Until Victory is Won.”
Recently, the Woodson
requested the use of one of
the most historic AfricanAmerican sites in St. Petersburg, the Manhattan
Casino. The reason for this
request was two-fold: (1) to
maintain the building as a
historic African-American
landmark, and (2) to be able
to expand its offerings as a
museum, cultural center
and tourist destination.
However, the City of St.
Petersburg has issued a Request For Proposal, despite
the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American History
Museum’s request to expand its offerings to the
iconic Manhattan Casino.
This open competition will
give the building to the best
proposal— being the highest bidder.
The Woodson is imploring this consideration that
St. Petersburg’s assets
should not be viewed wholly
for monetary gain. Instead,
certain iconic locations are
held closely for the benefit
of the community. This includes facilities such as the
Mahaffey Theater, the Coliseum, Sunken Gardens, the
port and other subsidized
city-owned properties.
In the Sept. 29 edition of
The Weekly Challenger it
states: “Built in 1925, the
Manhattan Casino was a
showcase for local and national black artists perform-

ing in segregated St. Pete.
Greats such as James
Brown, Louis Armstrong,
Fats Waller, Duke Ellington,
Count Basie, Lionel Hampton, Cab Calloway, Ray
Charles, Nat King Cole,
Sarah Vaughn, Fats Domino
and the Ink Spots graced
the stage at this historic
site.”
Such a historical landmark demands to maintain
the history of its people.
The Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American
History Museum now
urges its leadership to preserve St. Petersburg’s history and stand with the
African-American community in celebrating its arts
and cultural heritage.
For some time, the city
has owed a substantial debt
to the African-American
community, and this is a significant and sensible opportunity to begin paying that
debt while simultaneously
preserving the history of
the Manhattan Casino. Secondly, the Woodson requests to maintain the use of
its current location as a cultural center for the extensive
programming that is currently offered to residents of
our community.
The Woodson has more
than proved its stewardship
and benefit. It has garnered
the highest rankings of any
museum in the city of St. Petersburg according to
Google’s report of 4.9. Facebook lists the Woodson Museum with a 4.8 ranking,
tied with the Dali.
The Woodson is the
only museum that charges
no admission fee, but re-

mains debt free. The museum has been run exclusively for the past 10 years
without an executive director or full time staff, but is
noted in a national publication as “One of 19 Must-See
African American History
Museums in the Nation.”
The Woodson’s Legacy
Garden was previewed by
historian
John
Hope
Franklin, Jr. as inspiration
for a garden at the National
Museum of African American History and Culture in
Washington, D.C. For all of
these reasons, the Woodson
entreats the City of St. Petersburg to carefully consider and respond to this
petition.
To the people of St. Petersburg, join the Dr. Carter
G. Woodson African American History Museum
in “staking our claim” this
Friday evening, Oct.14
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the
Manhattan Casino, 642 22nd
St. S, when the City of St. Petersburg will offer an open
house for potential bidders.
Let’s rise up and demonstrate our claim to the Manhattan Casino.
Terri Lipsey Scott, Chair
Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American History Museum

A big win for the Deuces
Dear Editor:
The struggle for economic revitalization in the
historic Deuces Live, St. Petersburg, just achieved a
big win late September at
city council.
Resolution 2016-432 to
begin a process for study
and public input into improvements to 22nd Street
South infrastructure was
passed by city council Sept.
The process ensures at
least two public forums,
and is designed to give
every member of the community a voice.
Specifically, through
this city-funded study, our
community now begins a
process to define together
how the Deuces will look:
This visioning with the
community includes a professionally-managed
process to define architectural guidelines, street design features, lighting,
zoning, safety, and pedestrian-friendly measures,
and more.
This will serve as a
roadmap for our future, so
it is important that everyone with a passion on the
topic participates.

C O N N E CT
WITH U S

Our Deuces Live mission guides our concerns
and consists of two key
goals:
1) Economic revitalization, and
2) Preservation of our
unique cultural heritage.
The Deuces Live is confident that the result of the
six-month study will further
the key goals of our mission and highlight the key
features and improvements
that we will then recommend to the city council to
prioritize and implement.
Had this resolution
been passed 14 months
ago, it would’ve had a direct
impact on what happened
with Commerce Park (and
it still may). That’s why it’s
imperative that we have a
comprehensive vision in
place as soon as possible to
guide the future of the
street in a way that’s consistent with what the community desires, in keeping
with our rich heritage. The
Deuces Live’s heritage and
mission is too important to
not be a guiding factor in
all-new developments on
the street.
This community needs

to move forward. Now is a
great opportunity for us to
do so together. As per the
resolution, this study begins within 30 days and I invite everyone to join with
us in a positive, openminded,
welcoming
process to move the community as a whole forward.
We must put away our
unproductive differences
and welcome a new day for
the Deuces as a unified
community.
Sincerely,
Chuck Egerter
President, The Deuces
Live, www.deuceslive.org

If you are 62 years or older
or mobility impaired on a
limited income

YOU MAY QUALIFY
FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED
APARTMENT
at

540 - Town Center

540 Second Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771
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COMMUNITY NEWS
What say you, Midtown?
From MIDTOWN page 1

Organized by the University of South Florida St. Pe(USFSP)
tersburg’s
Neighborhood News Bureau
(NNB) and The Weekly Challenger, the event’s goal was to
compile the comments made
by the audience to conduct
follow-up interviews with
local and regional candidates
to determine how they plan
to address the topics discussed.
In addition to Green, Watson L. Haynes II, president
and CEO of the Pinellas
County Urban League; Maria
Scruggs, president of the
NAACP’s St. Petersburg
Branch and Cedric Gordon,
former St. Petersburg Assistant Police Chief initiated the
conversation with the audience. After each of the panelists spoke, the audience
raised comments and questions about themes such as
poverty and food access.
Haynes started the discussion addressing the challenges
to
the
African-American youth looking for jobs in St. Petersburg.
“A large number gets frustrated because ‘no’ is not the
word you want to hear every
day,” he said about the barriers young black profession-

als face in the job market.
Akile Anai, a member of
the Uhuru movement, complained about the lack of jobs
and the changes that affect
the communities in the south
side of the city.
“We’ve actually been
forced out of our communities. It’s not rhetoric. We’re
being kicked out of our
homes for whatever redevelopment plan they have in the
city,” Anai said.
Audience and panelists
discussed police oversight in
African-American neighborhoods; tense relations with
law enforcement; school curriculum, along with the Community Grant Program; the
Tropicana Field development
implications for the city and
the lack of support to other
black neighborhoods. Members of the audience shared
personal stories of disenfranchisement, racism and abandonment by authorities and
by society.
Gordon said that the police need to change their
practices to serve the community better.
“We have to consistently
ask ourselves: Do policies,
procedures, tactics enhance
trust in the communities? Or

Themba Tshibanda with Burning
Spear media is concerned with the
lack of economic development
in the black community as the
rents continue to rise.

are they a systemic problem
[that] create distrust,” he
asked.
“We have a whole generation of black people that are
in prison, languishing under
a minimum mandatory senBrother
John
tence,”
Muhammad, president of the
Childs Park Neighborhood
Association, commented asking if there shouldn’t be a
minimum mandatory sentence for police officers who
commit criminal offenses
against community members, especially those who
are serial offenders.
Describing how her
mother, who needed to be escorted to an all-white school
by U.S Marshals during integration in Athens, Ga., fears
for her daughter’s safety
today, Green said she doesn’t
see much improvement in
how our society treats black
citizens.
“For her to tell me that
she is afraid for me when I
walk out of the house because
of what I do, because of what
I stand for, it means that the
relationship hasn’t changed,”
Green said. “I feel no freer
walking around my neighborhood today than my parents
felt in the 50s and the 60s.”

Tonya Givens complained
about her daughter being
misinformed at Campball Park
Elementary about slavery.

Some members of the audience also expressed that
they don’t feel represented
by the City of St. Petersburg
and that they are tired of
hearing the same rhetoric
from the authorities. Others
addressed the need to improve the quality of life and
the monetary situation of
African Americans living in
the area.
Scruggs described the
multiple failures of economic
development plans for the
black communities of St. Petersburg throughout the past
three decades.
“Everybody has their
own plan, and everybody
does their own thing. There
is no coordinated or strategic
focus on how one plan supports the work of the bigger
picture of redeveloping Midtown,” Scruggs said.
Nearing the end of the
event, audience and panelists agreed that the community needs to find
solutions for its own issues
as politicians have failed
them multiple times.
“It’s not up to them. It’s
up to us,” Anai said about
who should be in charge of
making decisions about
policing and finding solu-

tions for the local neighborhoods.
Scruggs summarized the
conversation as the community agrees on what the problems are, but there are still
divided on the solutions.
Scruggs asked that members of the black communities to engage with local
organizations saying there is
power in numbers.
“When you consistently
advocate for something and
the people in power don’t do
it, you can vote and kick them
out.”
Green agreed that people
in the community need to organize and engage, adding
that people shouldn’t give up
one form of power for another. She said that in addition to voting, people also

Brother John Muhammad,
president of the Childs Park
Neighborhood Association

need to participate and
change the relationship of
Midtown communities with
power.
“None of this, none of
what we talked about happens without power,” she
concluded, saying that there
is only one black member of
the city council.
The discussion was the
first of a series of community
conversations that NNB is
planning to hold with different groups and neighborhoods in Midtown and
marked the official inauguration of NNB’s office at the
Enoch Davis Center.
NNB is a project developed and maintained by students and staff at the USFSP
Department of Journalism
and Media Studies.

Akile Anai, Uhuru movement

The Annual
Open House Event
WITH THE RE-OPENING OF OUR
COSMETOLOGY DEPARTMENT

Oct. 18, 5-7 pm

901 34th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Please join us in the
Salon for our Re-Grand
Opening Event
Refreshments will be served
Please RSVP to April Barron at
barrona@pcsb.org
727-893-2500 x2583
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas Ex-Offender Re-Entry Coalition
From PERC, page 1

path and started selling
drugs.
“I didn’t have to,” he
pointed out. “I grew up in a
two-parent
household,
spoiled kid, got what I
wanted. It was a conscious
choice I made to create an
image for myself.”
Green now considers
himself “blessed” for only
receiving a one-year jail
sentence for the charges
against him in Pinellas and
Hillsborough Counties. He
took that time to get involved with a program
called Project New Attitudes, which changed his
life. Green took part in the
program for 27 weeks, and
working with mentors he
started on a journey of selfrediscovery.
PERC Executive Director Michael Jalazo said
Green is the perfect example of how you can turn
your life around.
“He has an extensive
history but he’s always
worked hard and he tries
to do the right thing,” said
Jalazo. “He wants to do

In addition to assistance with job placement
and education, PERC also
works with apartment
complexes, leasing agencies and private owners to
assist ex-offenders in finding housing as well.
“We also connect people with transitional housing, typically 12-step,”
Green said, “in addition to
emergency
last-minute
shelters.”
PERC was launched in
1990, and Green himself
got involved with the program in 2003 after serving
a yearlong jail sentence.
PERC is actually a coalition
of different communitybased programs that addresses the needs of
ex-offenders, Green said.
Green grew up in south
St. Pete and from 1997 to
2002 he was arrested at
least once a year, he explained. While attending
Gibbs High, he said he was
a good student but craved
“a sense of acceptance”
from others, and ultimately
turned down a different

Green speaking with Ruby Dee Coleman
about how to look up a police record.
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more in the community to
give back. He’s been a
great asset for us.”
Jalazo met Green in a
program PERC was conducting at the Pinellas
County Jail. He said Green
worked really hard in the
program and when he
graduated he was hired on.
“When someone who
wants to change their lives
and actually participate
post release, they are successful,” remarked Jalazo,
who revealed that Green
will be moving into a new
program dealing with atrisk youths.
Green warns against
ex-offenders developing a
sense of hopelessness.
Even prisoners who have
served long prison sentences can use any experience they have accrued
while incarcerated to help
them find work once released. Working in a
kitchen, for example,
or working in landscaping
may prove valuable in finding employment.
“I went through it,” he

said. “So I find it rewarding
to assist other ex-offenders that are going through
the same thing that I went
through and show them
that ‘hey, there is a light at
the end of the tunnel’ and
show them that there is
hope.”
Both Green and Jalazo
were manning the PERC
booth at the 20th Annual
Showcase of Services for
the Ex-Offender Wednesday, Oct. 12 at Pinellas
Technical College.
In partnership with the
City of St. Petersburg, this
year’s showcased featured
a job fair with employers
hiring on the spot. Also,
more than 40 social services agencies were present, including Goodwill,
the WorkForce Institute at
St. Petersburg College,
Habitat for Humanity and
Pinellas County Veterans
Services.
To find out more about
PERC, visit exoffender.org
or call (727) 954-3993.

Academic Advisor Chaye Mobley, seated left,
and Community Relations Coordinator Lakesha
O’Neal recruting new students to SPC.

At the Habitat for Humanity booth, L-R,
Antwaun Wells, Gaby Camacho and
Ken Rush.

Niki Johnson, ex-offender and activist and
Michael Jalazo PERC executive director
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A large crowd filled PTC’s atrium
Wednesday, Oct. 12 at the 20th Annual
Showcase of Services for the Ex-Offender.

e

r

t

i

S

e

r

S

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2016

COMMUNITY NEWS
Seven city Day of Solidarity tour kicked off in St. Pete
BY ANNA WELCH
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
Activists and community
members gathered in the
Akwaaba Hall at St. Petersburg’s local Uhuru House
Oct. 2 to unite as one for the
first of many “Days in Solidarity with African People,”
an event that is described as
a call to white people to support justice for Africans.
The evening kicked off
with Penny Hess, the chairperson of the African People’s Solidarity Committee.
Hess attended an event similar to this Day in Solidarity
40 years ago, where the
African People’s Solidarity
Committee was born, and
she has been an active
member ever since.
Her dedication to the
cause was unmistakable, the
strength in her voice mirror-

ing the strength in the
hearts of the Midtown community
present,
who
cheered and shouted
“Uhuru” as Hess explained
that the movement is about
African people having control over their own lives.
“All human beings can
live in a world, this world…
No one at the expense of
someone else,” Hess said.
In attendance was
Kunde Mwamvita (also
known as Yashica Clemmons), the mother of Dominique
Battle,
the
16-year-old girl who died in
a car accident on March 31
with two 15-year-old friends
while being pursued by the
Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Department. Mwamvita
struggled to share her story,
holding onto a letter that her
daughter had written her.
As she spoke, her grief
was apparent in her voice.

Omali Yeshitela, Chairman
of the African Peoples
Socialist Party

Audience members embraced and wiped their eyes,
mothers looked towards
their
own
children.
Mwamvita demanded justice, not only for her daughter and the two honorary
daughters that she lost, but
for Africans all over the
United States, who are suffering just the same. She
continued on to thank the
members of the Uhuru
Movement, whom she
stated were there for her
when lawyers were not.
“I thought I had to do it
by myself, but I didn’t. I tried
to get a lawyer. Do you
know how many lawyers
turned me down until that
press conference? But then
they started calling me. But
I didn’t need them anymore
because I had the Uhuru,”
Mwamvita said.
Omali Yeshitela, the
cairman of the African Peo-

Penny Hess, Chairwoman of
the African Peoples
Solidarity Committee

CONNECT WITH US!

ple’s Socialist Party and the
founder and leader of the
Uhuru Movement, delivered the keynote speech for
the evening. Yeshitela described the history that
came before him, reminding those listening, who
were black, brown and
white, young and old, that
Africans have dealt with oppression for centuries in this
country. According to
Yeshitela, the struggles
Africans face today are not
much different than those
he faced growing up in Midtown St. Petersburg.
“Growing up, everywhere I looked, people like
me
were
suffering,”
Yeshitela said regarding
both his experiences in Midtown and at Gibbs High.
During that time, those
around him made it abundantly clear that unless he
could live and be like a white

Kunde Mwamvita, mother of
Dominique Battle, who was
drowned by the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s
Department.

Photographs courtesy of Timoteo Gualinga

person, he would not succeed. “African people are
not motivated by hatred,
[but] I cannot be your equal
on my knees,” Yeshitela
said.
A cultural performance
by the membership coordinator of the International
People’s Democratic Uhuru
Movement, Akile Anai, depicted an African woman in
Buffalo, NY, in the 1950s.
She used magic and her
charms to make a change in
the world. The first part of
this act was performed in
Ferguson, but in St. Petersburg, this woman came to
the realization that she must
fight to make the change
she wanted to see in the
world. Anai’s character exclaimed to those higher
powers that she would put
down her potions and
charms for the time being,
and pick up tools to fight.

Jesse Nevel and
Kitty Reilly of the African
Peoples Solidarity Committee

The Day of Solidarity
Movement 2016 is the most
significant of any, Chairman
Yeshitela explained to the
crowd, because the struggle
of Africans has been placed
back onto the global agenda
in light of recent events.
Yeshitela continued on to
discuss the movement, explaining that it calls for a
uniting of people, regardless
of gender or race, to stand
together with Africans and
make a change to the society in which we currently
live.
“White people are going
to have to make a decision
to stand on the right side of
history,”
Chairman
Yeshitela said.
Similar meetings will
take place over the next few
weeks in cities across the
country, such as San Diego,
Gainesville, Seattle and
Boston.

Gazi Kodzo, African
Peoples Socialist
Party, National Office of
Recruitment and
Membership (NORM)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Steps for the St. Pete’s Wage Theft Protection Program
BY DARDEN RICE
Vice Chair of St. Pete City
Council

ST. PETERSBURG St. Petersburg’s Wage
Theft Prevention Program has been underway
for the past year. “Wage
theft” is a broad term that
includes any type of nonpayment or underpayment by an employer. It
can take the form of loss
of overtime, illegal tip
practices, being paid less
than minimum wage and
independent contractor
misclassification.
According to a study
conducted by Florida International
University,
Pinellas County has the
fourth highest rate of
wage theft in the state.
When unscrupulous
businesses cheat their
workers our economy suffers. Honest businesses
are losing profits by being
forced to compete against
unethical businesses that
have an unfair advantage.
Workers are struggling to
pay their bills and cannot
afford to put money back
into the local economy.

All taxpayers suffer when
employers refuse to pay
their fair share into Social
Security and workers’
compensation insurance
by misclassifying their
employees as independent contractors. The St.
Petersburg Wage Theft
Prevention Program sees
these impacts first-hand
on a daily basis.
St. Petersburg is a
leader in wage theft prevention. It became the
first
municipality
in
Florida to enact a wage
theft ordinance. Pinellas
County and Hillsborough
County have followed our
lead and implemented
their wage theft ordinances in January. As
Tampa Bay works to end
the devastating impact of
wage theft on our community, this year has demonstrated the ongoing need
to raise awareness of new
wage theft protections
and to strengthen our
laws for our region.
Despite the high rate
of wage theft in Pinellas
County, many workers
are not exercising their
right to file a complaint

and seek the pay that they
have earned. There appear to be a number of
reasons why this is happening.
First, many workers
do not know about the existence of wage theft ordinances. It has been long
known that the State of
Florida does not enforce
wage and hour laws. Desperate employees turn to
the U.S. Department of
Labor – an overburdened
federal agency that cannot
even enforce the state
minimum wage. We are
continuing to raise awareness that workers finally
have local laws that protect them.
Second, too often employees lack the information that they need to fill
out a complaint, such as
not knowing their employer’s contact information or their pay rate.
Finally, many workers
fear retaliation.
City council is considering options to address
these obstacles. For example, we will soon fund a
local outreach group to assist workers with filing

complaints and educate
workers and their employers about the ordinance’s
protections. In addition,
city council is considering
requiring that employers
provide basic pay information to their new hires and
display posters detailing
the Wage Theft Ordinance’s protections. Furthermore, city council is
how
to
deliberating
strengthen our current
anti-retaliation language.
For workers who are
filing complaints, the
Wage Theft Prevention
Program is producing real
results: the majority of
complaints are resolved in
a mediation. So far this
year, employees have collected over $24,000 in
back pay. We have also
awarded over $106,000 to
employees in administrative hearings. Unfortunately, not all employers
ordered to pay a judgment actually pay. Our
next step is making sure
that they do.
The solution is simple:
we need to get employers
and employees to a mediation. Most times that will

resolve a case within a
few weeks of a complaint
being filed. It is also in
both parties’ best interests. It is an opportunity
for employees to assess
the strength of their complaint in a confidential setting. For employers, if
they agree that there is a
violation, they can pay
that day instead of risking
a hearing and being ordered to pay three times
the amount of the claim
and costs to the city. City
council is considering a
number of options to persuade employers to agree
to come to the table.
Eventually, we hope to
have a countywide approach to wage theft prevention and merge with
Pinellas County. A FIU recent report showed that
more than half of Floridians make less than
$28,236.00 a year, so the
ability to recover lost
wages is a problem where
we should – and can - provide a sensible and fair
way to mediate a solution
for our affected citizens.
The money workers fairly
earn belongs in their own

pockets, not the bank account of someone else.
As the leader on this
issue, we hope to
strengthen our protections and finally put an
end to the epidemic of
wage theft in our region.
For more info about
wage theft:
If you worked exclusively within the city limits of St. Petersburg call:
City of St. Petersburg’s Mayor’s Action
Line at 727-893-7111
If you worked anywhere in Pinellas County
call: Pinellas County Office of Human Rights
at 727-464-4172.

Challenging communities to seriously consider adopting or mentoring siblings
Photo by Betsy Marotto, Southern Region

TAMPA BAY — This
is an urgent and important
question that must be
raised time and time
again, but each time there
is a different child or children. One Church One
Child of Florida is reaching out to families and individuals
in
local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
children pictured here
and others like them are
waiting for a permanent
home and/or mentor.
Daily, over 700 children are in need of a family to call their own; many
of them are minorities.
Can you provide a loving,
permanent home for these
siblings or other children
like them or consider becoming their mentor?
Churches are asked to
partner with One Church
One Child in sharing information with congrega-

tions and extending
Watch-Care Ministries to
children. Rev. Beverly
Hills Lane, state president
for One Church One Child
of Florida and vice-president for National One
Church One Child, is challenging fellow pastors to
get involved and encouraging families to open
their hearts and homes to
children.
These series of articles
feature children located in
communities across the
state; they have no family
identified to adopt them.
Will you take the challenge of opening your
home and family to parenting them?
October’s children are
highlighted in this article;
they too deserve to have a
family. Do pray sincerely
for them and consider
making them a part of
your family through adoption or a part of your

church through Project
Watch-Care, for support
and mentoring.
Rugge & Stephania
Stephania and her
younger brother Rugge
knows just what buttons to
push to drive each other
crazy, but woven between
the teasing and practical
jokes is a wide ribbon of
loyalty, pride and love.
“He’s annoying but he
cares, even when he doesn’t show it,” said Stephania.
“She’s smart and she’s
fun. I’ll always watch out
for her and keep her safe,”
remarked Rugge.
The siblings live with
the same foster family,
and are helping to raise a
menagerie of pets that include dogs, birds and turtles. They also attend the
same school.
Stephania thinks she’d
like to be a nurse one day,
while Rugge can see him-

self as an engineer or
maybe he’ll design video
games.
“I’d like to make one
where you can choose if
you want to be a superhero or a villain,” he said.
“You’d have your choice
of superpowers and
there’d be lots of different
cars and trucks and—”
with an interruption his
sister said, “I’d play his
video game!”
“But there would be
no girls in the game,” said
Rugge.
With a quick retort
Stephania
countered:
“Then you aren’t going to
get paid, because there
are a lot of girls in this
world.”
“OK, but if you’re
going to be a superhero
I’m making that superhero three-feet tall,”
chided Rugge.
Both like to watch
scary movies, though

Stephania admits she’s
“very jumpy.”
“I scare her all the
time,” laughed Rugge,
“and she tries to scare me,
but it never works. I give
her props for trying,
though.”
The two are hoping to
find a home together with
parents who are “fun, fastpaced and adventurous,
just like us!” said Rugge.
If you are interested in
knowing more about

Rugge and Stephania and
other children in foster
care available for adoption, or if you would like to
become a foster parent,
mentor, partner or volunteer, please contact LaKay
Fayson, Recruitment Coordinator for One Church
One Child of Florida, at
(813)
740-0210
or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
Visit www.ococfl.org
for more information.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Renovated salon is expected to attract new students
From BEAUTY, page 1

cal equipment, they must
learn how to handle electrical appliances safely.
Most people wouldn’t
think that chemistry
would have to be studied,
but students must learn
the PH levels of hair and
skin and what will be comparable in products that
are used.
“Sometimes we work
with caustic products,”
said Barron, and students
must be “careful and mindful when using those products.”
Students are taught the
chemistry of coloring, relaxing and permanent waving. They also learn what
gets broken down when
changing the structure of
the hair from straight to
curly or vice versa.
“Here at PTC we are
serious about the theory
we teach our students,”
she said. “People don’t realize that this is a real science and they really have
to learn what the theory
behind doing hair is all

about.”
Barron and the two
other cosmetology instructors Tenise Crum
and Marion Davis are all
serious about theory and
keeping the industry professional.
“I tell my students that
if they hear about people
doing hair at home without a license that they
need to report them,” said
Barron, stating that the industry is regulated and
stylist need to know how
to care for a client properly.
Once a student is done
with theory, they must
complete a number of
services on mannequins
before he or she can move
on to actual practical work
on the floor.
It is at the discretion of
the instructor if the student is ready to work on
actual clients, and without
clients the program wouldn’t be as nearly successful.
“Sometimes I look at
one of my students sham-

Current student Lydia Barton (seated), 20,
has been in the program for about four months,
and has learned a lot more than she expected
to learn in that short time frame. “It’s more fast
paced than I anticipated,” she remarked.
Isabel Magana expects to graduate this year
and join her sister Justice, who graduated from
the program a year ago, at Mia and Max in
Tyrone Mall. Her sister has already been
promoted to management within a year’s time.

pooing a mannequin and I
think that’s not how you
would shampoo a client.
So we are always looking
for clients,” said Barron.
Their prices are comparable to an entry-level salon
stylist, with shampoos and
sets costing $12.
They offer color, permanent waves, relaxers,
twist outs and braiding
and weaving on occasion.
Students get to leave
the classroom and step
into a real-world salon a
few times a year. Each student must spend time
shadowing or observing
how a working salon operates. They are not permitted to do any service other
than shampooing clients.
Students are not allowed to shadow salons
they are familiar with so
that they will know what it
feels like to be uncomfortable and what expectations other salons may
have.
“I’m always interested
in hearing when they are

uncomfortable,” said Barron, who then explores
those feelings with her students.
“This cosmetology umbrella encompasses so
many different aspects.
You can go into so many
fields and I don’t want
them to ever feel that all
they can do is stand behind a chair and do hair. I
don’t want them to feel uncomfortable or intimidated
in any environment.”
The program currently
has 24 adult students and
13 high school students
from Gibbs, Boca Ciega
and St. Petersburg High.
High school students
are dually enrolled, and
split their day between
their home school and
PTC. Coming to the program in their senior year,
high schoolers will earn
approximately 400 hours
of cosmetology time.
The high school curriculum
encompasses
manicures, pedicures and
facials. After high school

Jackie Blair graduated last August and now works
at Inspiration Hair Studio on 18th Avenue South.
Starting off as a shampoo girl, she now has a
steady clientele. “From hearing what people have
said about different cosmetology schools, PTC is
one of the most diverse schools,” she said.

they would have to come
back and enroll as adults
to finish the course.
To get credit for the
course, each student must
complete 610 services on
actual people or mannequins.
So why would a student choose the cosmetology program at PTC over
a private institution?
“We have an incredible
amount of passion for the
industry. We have the
same curriculum that any
of these other programs
offer. We even use the
very same books.”
Barron said some institutions charge upwards of
$28,000 compared with
PTC’s cost of under
$6,000.
“With financial aid, you
come out owing nothing.
The other schools offer financial aid, but the students would have to get a
loan to make up the difference,” she said.
Since the program
opened back up in 2013,

there have only been four
students who had to retake the state board test.
Barron feels that the program’s success rate is due
to the way their instructors interact with the students.
Barron is looking for
people to sit on their advisory board for all three
programs. The right candidate must be in the industry and be able to help the
instructors with guidance
and industry expectations.
PTC offers morning
and evening classes,
which gives the students
enough time to hold down
a job. Morning sessions
are from 7 a.m. to 12: 15
p.m., and evening classes
begin at 3 p.m. and are finished at 9 p.m.
If you’re interested
in
exploring
this
career path, please visit
www.pcsb.org/myptc or
call 727-893-2500. Financial aid is available.

Anthony Macon has been a student since
March. “I love the program,” he said. Once
he graduates he will be cutting hair
alongside his father at Esquire Barbershop.
“I’ll be going into business with my family.”

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2016

9

HEALTH & BEAUTY
Roar for mental health awareness
BY LAURA MULROONEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
An event that normally
talks about the community wants to talk with the
community.
The Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL), in
collaboration with Connect 4 Families, Deuces
Live, Department of Children and Families –System of Care, will hold a
mental health conference
from Oct. 21-23 at the Dr.
Carter
G.
Woodson
African American History
Museum, located at 2240
9th Ave. S.
During the “ROAR –
Our Voices Heard – Mental Health Matters” conference,
community
members, clients, clergy
and clinicians will gather
to see and hear the real issues affecting those with
mental health illnesses.
The conference’s mission is to remove the distinction between mental
illnesses and physical illnesses, raise awareness,
and educate residents and
community supporters
about mental health illnesses and interventions.
“I’ve noticed that
when people talk about
mental health issues,
voices get softer; people

almost start whispering to
ask for help,” explained
LaDonna Butler, PCUL
health program coordinator.
Butler wants people to
roar. To make themselves
heard and to be the voice
for others who cannot
speak up for themselves.
“The fact is that many
people in this country are
fighting to put one foot in
front of the other just to
make it through the
day. And often they don’t
ask for help because
they’re worried about
how it will look,” Michelle
Obama stated last year at
a mental health event in
Washington, D.C.
She continued, “At the
root of this dilemma is the
way we view mental
health in this country.
Whether an illness affects
your heart, your leg, or
your brain, it’s still an illness and there should be
no distinction.”
Traditionally, conferences such as ROAR have
taken place away from the
community, where the attendees speak about what
needs to be done to help
from an outside point of
view, but as a community,
client, clergy and clinician
integrated event, this will
be the first of its kind in
St. Petersburg, according

ConneCt
With Us!

to Butler.
“This paradigm shift
from “we know what’s
best for you,” to a more
healing, more honorable
and more respectful approach, where we bring
the individual in as an
equal partner,” will make
the conference different
and successful according
to Renee Ristow, former
Department of Children
and Families, children
mental health system for
care coordinator, and current clinician and volunteer for the event.
“We want to hear the
consumer’s voice,” said
Ristow. “How do we best
serve you?”
Both Butler and Ristow are most excited to
hold this event in the
heart of St. Petersburg,
on the Deuces, inviting
the community to have
their voices heard, to
share their stories and to
provide the space and environment to have fun.
The event will consist
of 16 speakers, a community celebration, a drum
circle and children’s art
activities at Gallerie 909,
movie screenings and discussions at The Royal
Theater,
community
workshops, health screenings, access to community resources and more.

Some of the conspeakers/panfirmed
elists
include
Representative Kathleen
Peters, Representative
Darryl Rouson, Mayor
Kriseman,
Dr.
Rick
Richard Horowitz, Rev.
Troy Adams, Margo
Fleisher, Summer Perez,
Dr. Qaisimah Boston,
Brandy Walker, Tonicia
Freeman-Foster, Ed.D.,
Dr. Sandra Braham, Barbara Daire and Deputy
John Patrick.
“To be together with
CEOs and residents and
to connect music, art, and
cinema with mental ill- LaDonna Butler, PCUL health program coordinator
ness support issues will
be quite the experience,” tence and responsiveness niques and for clinicians
of practitioners.
to understand the role of
said Butler.
An additional goal will spirituality within heal“There are so many
strengths within mid- be to bring together ing.”
Ristow agreed, “For
county and the entire clergy and clinicians to recommunity,” recognized duce stigmas, miscommu- many, many years there
Butler. “The people have nications and build trust have been challenges and
been able to survive some over mental health issues. barriers on how clergy
“Historically,
there view mental health…
of the most devastating
and traumatic losses and was a misunderstanding There is a growing underthey’ve been able to re- over what mental health standing that there needs
was, there was this mys- to be faith based integramain resilient.”
The specific purposes tery of mental health, and tion and open dialogue
of the event are to high- clergy, who tend to be when creating a holistic,
light
mental
health protective of their parish- individualized treatment.”
Individuals
and
strength and resiliency ioners, were unaware on
factors embedded within how to navigate mental Groups can register at
said https://2016roarmhc.eve
communities, share best health,”
practices and resources in Butler. “There is a need ntbrite.com or contact
building and supporting a for clergy to understand LaDonna Butler@lbutculture of health, and to mental health diseases ler@pcul.org.
increase cultural compe- and intervention tech-
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
The fifth annual Alopecia
Awareness seminar

American Institute of Beauty students were treated to a
workshop, gaining valuable information.
BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The fifth annual Alopecia
Awareness
seminar
kicked off last month
with two workshops designed for students at
Pinellas Technical College, St. Pete campus and
at American Institute of
Beauty, also on their St.
Pete campus.
Marlo Scott Wilson,
owner of Hair It Iz Natural & Chemical Salon and
the president of Alopecia
Awareness Tampa Bay
Association, Inc. (ATBA),
has made it her mission
to bring awareness to
those suffering from the
physical and emotional
toll of losing their hair.
Wilson noticed how
ashamed and embarrassed people felt once
they started losing their
hair and how their self-esteemed plummeted, so
she wants everyone to
know that if it’s caught in
the early stages, many
people can stop their hair
loss.
So what is alopecia?
Alopecia areata is caused
by an abnormality in the
immune system in which
those afflicted can lose
hair on their scalp, body,
even their eyelashes and
eyebrows. There are
many different types of
alopecia; while some
have temporary shedding of hair others experience
permanent
baldness.
Alopecia is not contagious. It is not due to
nerves. What happens is

that the immune system
attacks the hair follicles
(structures that contain
the roots of the hair),
causing hair loss. This
disease most often occurs in otherwise healthy
people.
A cosmetologist for
26 years, Wilson has
shifted focus to hair loss
and hair replacement.
Now she’s educating cosmetology students on
how to help their clients
who are suffering from
the disease.
“I informed the students that they are the
first point of contact.
They can see when a person first starts to experience hair loss,” she said.
Wilson stressed to
the students that they
should be able to recognize when to change to a
different hairstyle with
less tension and stress on
the affected area, and to
know how to perform
scalp manipulations.
If a client continues
losing their hair, Wilson
said a cosmetologist
should know when it’s
time to refer their clients
to a dermatologist to see
if fungus or bacteria
under the skin is the
cause for the hair loss.
A competent cosmetologist should ask questions about medications
or afflictions such as thyroid disease or high
blood pressure.
“A lot of cases it
comes from repetition of
wearing the hair the
same way or having it
pulled back or braided
too tightly,” stated Wilson, remarking that no

matter the cause, a good
cosmetologist
should
know when to recommend a dermatologist or
a trichologist, which is a
hair restoration specialist.
Laser Hair and Scalp
Clinic Director John
Satino was on hand to
talk about the different
treatments that are available to people suffering
with alopecia such as minoxidil treatments, low
level lasers, stem cell injections or a hair transplant.
Both last year and
this year, PTC donated
four wigs to ATBA,
which are given to those
suffering with hair loss.
Last year’s wigs were donated to Moffitt Cancer
Center.
“We also provide wigs
to persons who have no
insurance or have no
means to purchase a
wig,” she said.
Wilson encouraged
students to continue to
educate themselves even
after they graduate from
school, and to continue to
advance in their careers.
“We all are unique in
our own way,” she said.
“We have gifts and people will see that in you
from your desire. If you
eat, sleep and breathe
hair and are hungry for
it, it will move you further in the business.”
To contact Wilson,
please call 1-855-4274849. For more information on Laser Hair and
Scalp Clinic Director
John
Satino,
visit
www.newhairlaser.com.

Ruby Hope represents Go Red For
Women as a national spokesperson
ST. PETERSBURG –
Last month, the American
Heart Association’s Go
Red For Women announced the 2016-17 “Real
Women” national spokespeople. St. Petersburg resident and heart attack
survivor Ruby Hope is one
of the 11 women selected
from a nationwide pool of
nominations to represent
the Go Red For Women
movement.
This group of women
from across the country
will share their personal
stories and encourage
women to take a proactive
role in their health by
knowing their family history and knowing their
personal health numbers
(blood pressure, cholesterol, blood sugar and
body mass index).
For years, Hope – who
is a nurse – raised awareness about heart disease
through her sorority and
church. But it wasn’t until
she was diagnosed with
coronary artery disease
and had a heart attack that
she took her own heart
health seriously.
Hope’s heart attack
was the wake-up call she
needed. Through cardiac
rehab, she learned to listen to her body and put
her health first. She transformed her diet, doubled
her cardiovascular activity
and incorporated resistance training to build
strength.
“I feel like I’m 30 years

Ruby Hope

old,” said Hope, who
turned 57 in this year. “I
didn’t realize how sick I
was until I started feeling
better. You need to take
your health seriously. Just
because high blood pressure runs in your family
doesn’t mean you don’t
need to treat it and work
with your doctor to
change your lifestyle.”
Heart disease and
stroke cause one in three
women’s death each year,
and cardiovascular diseases are the leading
cause of death for AfricanAmerican women. The
good news is that 80 percent of these diseases are
preventable
through
lifestyle and education.
Nearly 90 percent of
women involved with Go
Red For Women have
made at least one healthy
behavior change, and onethird have talked with
their doctors about developing heart health plans.
“A patient who understands their family history
and knows their numbers

has a more complete picture of their heart-health
and is better able to have
a meaningful conversation
about their health in the
exam room,” said Dr. Debbie Rinde-Hoffman, Medical Director of the Tampa
General Hospital Cardiac
Transplant
Program.
“That complete picture is
vital for accurately diagnosing and treating heart
disease before it’s too
late.”
Hope encourages others to know their numbers
and to understand their
risk factors for heart disease and stroke.
“I’m living proof that
knowledge is power,” said
Hope. “By knowing your
family history, as well as
knowing and managing
your personal health numbers, you could be taking
action today that could
save your life tomorrow.”
Read Hope’s full story
and learn more about Go
Red For Women at
www.GoRedForWomen.or
g.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Jeffrey Osborne comes home to jazz
BY BILL DEYOUNG

After three decades as
one of the most recognizable ballad singers in
rhythm ‘n’ blues, Jeffrey
Osborne decided to return to his roots for his
newest album, A Time For
Love.
Here, the man who
gave us “On the Wings of
Love,” “You Should Be
Mine,” “Stay With Me
Tonight”
and
“Love
Power” wraps that velvety
voice around such oldschool romantic chestnuts as “The Shadow of
Your Smile,” “Nature Boy”
and “Teach Me Tonight.”
All set to breathtaking
slow-jazz arrangements.
Osborne and his band
will visit The Mahaffey
Oct. 23, joined by the jazz
saxophonist Gerald Albright.
“Gerald is just an incredible player,” Osborne
enthuses. “He’s amazing.
He does a set, and then I

come out and do a set.
And he’ll play some solos
on my set. We kind of
inter-twine it. Now, my
jazz show is totally different from my regular show,
but the thing is that when
I do my jazz show people
come in and want to hear
my own songs! So I do a
lot of them, too.”
Jazz has always been
in Jeffrey Osborne’s life.
At home in Providence,
R.I., his father was a jazz
trumpeter who played
Miles Davis and Clifford
Brown records around the
house (the youngest of 12
children, Jeffrey preferred
Motown, but his father
ruled the roost). Whenever Duke Ellington or
Count Basie came to town,
Dad would sit in with the
band.
“Music was all I knew
growing up,” recalls Osborne. “All my brothers
and sisters either played
an instrument or sang, so
it was all through my

house. Every day, we
were all singing together.”
Jeffrey was a drummer
– but mostly, he knew how
to sing, and sing well. That
was always what made
him stand out. “I would go
and sit in with my
brother’s singing group,
‘cause he had a couple
guys that really couldn’t
sing,” he says. “And he
used to ask me to embarrass them by showing
them the part. I was like
10 years old.”
One night, in the early
1970s, he crossed paths
with an R&B band called
L.T.D. (Love, Togetherness and Devotion). “I met
L.T.D. in Providence,” remembers Osborne. “They
were actually the backup
band for Sam & Dave;
they left them and just
started going up and
down the east coast, playing in all these little clubs.
When they came through
Providence, my friends
said ‘You gotta go see

them, it’s like 10 black
guys.’ And I’m like
‘There’s not 10 black guys
in Providence!’ I had
never seen a band like
that in Rhode Island.
“The night I went to
see them, their drummer
got busted outside of the
nightclub. When I walked
in, the club owner told me
‘You gotta help me out.’
They were playing the
Top 40, which I knew. I sat
in and played that night,
sang a couple of songs,
and the next day they
asked me to join the
group. It was being in the
right place at the right
time, I guess.”
Apparently so. By the
end of the decade, the
California-based
now
L.T.D. – with Jeffrey Osborne’s rich baritone front
and center – had scored a
handful of solid R&B hits
including “Back in Love
Again,” “Love Ballad” and
“We Both Deserve Each
Other’s Love.”

Mentored by the great
jazz and R&B keyboardist
and composer George
Duke, Osborne left for a
solo career in 1980. All of
his early records – including most of his signature
hits – were produced by
Duke.
And so, when the time
came to explore his jazz
roots with A Time For
Love, Osborne called on
his old friend to produce.
“I always wanted to do a
jazz project, and I’d always
told George that if I ever
did it, he’d be the only one
I’d want to do it with,” Osborne explains. “We always remained really
close. I’d pop in and sing

on one of his records,
some background vocals
or something.”
Duke died in 2013, not
long after A Time For
Love was released.
“Well, we finally got
the opportunity to do it,”
Osborne sighs. “I felt honored that he did it – and it
was the last record he
did.”
Jeffrey Osborne/Gerald Albright
At 7 p.m. Sunday, Oct.
23
The Mahaffey Theater,
400 1st Street South, St.
Petersburg
Tickets and parking at
www.themahaffey.com, or
call 727.893.7832

Florida Small Business Development Center sponsors reverse tradeshow
BY YOLANDA COWART
FSBDC Business Consultant

PINELLAS COUNTY –
Pinellas County Reverse
Tradeshow is a networking event to help business
owners learn what present
and future procurement
opportunities are available
with local corporate and
government agencies. For
the past four years, over
350 vendors have been afforded the opportunity to
speak one-on-one with
procurement officers to
share information about
the products and services
they provide.

This year’s tradeshow
will take place Friday, Oct.
21 at St. Petersburg College, Seminole Campus,
9200 113th St. N, Seminole, from 8 a.m. to noon.
The tradeshow will
consist of networking, procurement exhibits and a
panel
discussion
on
“Doing Business with the
Government.” Additionally, the program provides
participants with access to
numerous small business
resources and certification programs.
These programs include, but are not limited

to, the Florida Department of Transportation’s
Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise Program, the
State of Florida’s Minority
Business Enterprise and
Veteran Business Enterprise certification process
and a host of other small
business certifications, including the Pinellas
County Small Business
Enterprise certification.
Representatives from
more than 25 different
government agencies and
corporations who purchase more than $100 million in services and

supplies annually will be
on hand to meet with suppliers. Agencies and corporations participating in
the tradeshow includes
Pinellas County government departments, Pinellas County School Board,
Moffitt Cancer Center,
TECO Energy, Tampa
General Hospital and St.
Petersburg College to
name a few.
“This is an excellent
opportunity for entrepreneurs to interact directly
with procurement officers
who are seeking quality
products and services,

Last year’s tradeshow event
said Florida Small Business Development Center
Director, Dr. Cynthia
Johnson.
Registration is free and

includes lunch, admission,
and parking. Please register to attend the event at
www.pced.org/reversetradeshow
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
2nd & 4th sunday Worship services ..............................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday prayer ...........................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Thursday .......................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your
church ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeeklychallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

House of Prayer
Rev. Chambers, Spirtulaist
Help with all problems of life
Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

60 years experience

727-289-2078
Help bring you back to the Lord

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
85th Anniversary Celebration Finale
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, an invitation to
join us for our 85th Church
Anniversary finale on Sunday,
October 16, 2016, during the
10:45 a.m. morning worship.
St. Mark’s Anniversary theme
is: “Growing in Grace for 85
Years, Faith, Love, and Service”. The anniversary message will be delivered by our
own Pastor, the Reverend
Brian K. Brown.
Events for October
Oct 16 - St. Mark 85th Anniversary Finale Service-10:45
a.m.
Anniversary Dinner at the

Cubby Center Immediately
after
Oct 18 - Church Outing:
Mt. Sinai Baptist Church-7 p.m.
Oct 22 - Young Adult Ministry (YAMS) Fall Festival-Alternative to Halloween.
Oct 26-28 - Congress # 2Southside Tabernacle Baptist
Church
Oct 30 - 5th Sunday Mission Emphasis-During 10:45
a.m. Services-Visitation to
Sick and Shut-in Members
Operation
Love-After
Morning Worship
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.

Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Invitation Sunday at The
Ship - The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, which is
often referred to as “THE SHIP”,
will hold their regular Worship
Sunday Services at 7:45 am, 10:45
am and Sunday Church School at
9:30 am. “WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7 PM – THE
COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED
TO JOIN US -- YOU DON'T
WANT TO MISS ANY OF OUR
“WEDNESDAY
IN THE
WORD” STUDIES IN GOD'S
WORD. The public is welcome
to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find that all services place great emphasis on our
Savior Jesus Christ and His loving atonement for all mankind.
The Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you a
cordial invitation to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship.

October at the Ship
Sat., Oct. 15 – “Family Fun
Day on Campus,”with Pastor and
First Family, information will be
located in the Atrium.
Sun., Oct. 16 at 3 pm Jerusalem Baptist Church, Pastor
Troy Adams, 1715 18th Avenue
South, Pastor Evans is asking the
Adult Mass Choir, Male Chorus,
3rd Sunday Ushers and Nurses
Ministries plus our Members to
come and enjoy this great Fellowship
Mon., Oct. 17 at 7 pm –
19/39 Committee Meeting – All
members are asked to attend and
be on time, matters of great importance.
Fri., Oct. 21 – Attention
Ladies of the Ship, “A Night In
White” with the First Lady of
Friendship – Further information
will be located in the Atrium.
Sat., Oct. 29 – “Trunk or
Treat” See First Lady for further
West Coast Baptist District
Association
Sat., Oct. 29 at 9 am – Fifth
Sunday Workshop, Dr. W. Mark
Greene, Facilitator, questions

contact Min. Sharon Saulsby,
Dean.
118th Annual Session held at
Friendship
Wed., Nov. 9 – Morning and
Afternoon Meetings, Classes and
Worship Services are under separate cover.
7 pm - YOUTH EXPLOSION
– Open to the Community
Thurs., Nov. 10 – Morning
and Afternoon Meeting, Classes
and Worship Services are under
separate cover.
7 pm – THE MODERATOR'S HOUR – Open to the
Community
Fri., Nov. 11 – Morning and
Afternoon Meeting, Classes and
Worship Services are under separate cover.
10 am – THE WOMEN'S
PRESIDENT HOUR (Attire
Brown and Rust Orange) – Open
to the Community
11 am – THE LAYMEN'S
PRESIDENT HOUR – Open to
the Community
7 pm – WORSHIP AND
COMMUNION SERVICE –
Open to the Community

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Righteousness
Scripture – “This is his
name whereby he shall be
called, The Lord Our Righteousness – Jehovah Tsidkenu (Jeremiah 23:6).”
Denial – “Unrighteousness is not a part of my
thoughts, word or actions.”
Affirmation – “I AM
righteous.”
The prophets of the Old
Testament were often God’s
oracles to call people to pay
attention to their ways. Jeremiah, who is known as the
weeping prophet, called God,
Jehovah Tsidkenu – Lord our
righteousness. He knew that
through right relationship
with God, people could make
the right and perfect decisions and wise choices for

their lives. Isaiah, the eagleeyed prophet, spoke out
against self-righteous and he
called it filthy rags (Isaiah
64:6). He knew that attempting to be righteous through
human effort apart from relationship with God was an exercise in futility.
I AM that I AM is righteousness and we are righteous. Righteous does not
mean that we always dot
every I or cross every T.
Righteous means that we are
in right relationship with God
through our spiritual practices of prayer, meditation,
fasting, releasing, reading,
studying, praise, worship,
stewardship of our time, talents and treasure, fellowship-

ping with positive people and
sharing our testimonies.
Through right-relationship with God we are empowered to make right decisions
and to have right perspective,
right thoughts, right words,
right actions, right reactions
and right feelings thus making us righteous. Jesus, the
Christ, is our Wayshower
and he was righteous. He
demonstrated for us how to
be righteous. When we follow his example, we too are
the righteousness of God (II
Corinthians 5:21).
Reflection Question –
Are you comfortable describing yourself as righteous?
Why or why not?
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2016 Hat-ti-tude Extravaganza
From HAT, page 1

thing extraordinary to do
and that’s how the Hat-titude was born,” remarked
Smith, who said it grows
by leaps and bounds
every year.
And by taking a look in
the crowd, churches from
all over the city were represented including New
Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church, New
Jerusalem Missionary
Baptist Church, United
Freewill Baptist Church,
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church and 20th
Street Church of Christ.
The Hat-ti-tude event
is not just an avenue for
ladies to strut their stuff
and show off their hats, it
is a fundraiser to aid the
pastor with whatever need

Minister Jacob
McCullough

Rev. Frank Peterman

may arise, such as clergy
wear and the yearly conference held out of state.
lunch
was
After
served, the fashion show
got underway. Linda
Brewton of Grand Mond
House of Fashions narrated this portion of the afternoon, comparing each
model to an upstanding
woman in the bible.
“When you see us
walk into church with
hats, we’re not telling you
that we are better than
you, we are just thanking
God because he told us to
adorn our heads, to cover
it,” she said as the models
glided by with sophistication and style.
This was Brewton’s
third year featuring her

hats at the extravaganza
and more than 20 years in
the fashion industry. You
can check her out on
Facebook at Grand Mond
House of Fashion or call
(727) 461-3784.
This year’s event went
off without a hitch, but
that’s just because Smith
and her crew work so
hard every year to make
them a success.
“Time this is over we
start planning for next
year,” she said.
Rev. Peterman ending
the afternoon by saying:
“Keep God first and his
son Jesus Christ. Live by
the Word of God; love
God and follow his Word
and the Holy Spirit.”

Dorothy Oxendine

